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Dear Parents and Carers, 
A huge welcome from all of the Darling Class team to Stanton St Quintin. We are delighted that you have chosen us to nurture and support your child as they begin this very exciting new chapter. Beginning school for the first time is a huge milestone for the whole family and will undoubtedly bring with it a range of emotions. We are looking forward to building a strong partnership with you to ensure that your child has a wonderful, happy and fulfilling journey with us, laying the foundations for a love of learning and school life.

Topic – Here Come the Dinosaurs
As we welcome your child into Darling Class our priority is to help them to settle quickly and happily. We will spend time with your children, playing and getting to know them. We will support their access of the indoor and outdoor learning environments, so they can choose and use resources in their play independently.

We often have activities, such as cooking, woodwork and gardening, which offer a wonderful opportunity for volunteers to come into Darling Class to assist with. If you or another family member is interested in helping in this way, please speak to Mrs Breen or Mrs Anderson.

A reminder of timings for the first two weeks of school:
	Wednesday 2nd September  – Friday 4th September
	Morning only - 8.45am – 12 noon

	Monday 7th – Thursday 10th September 
	Morning and lunchtime - 8.45am – 1.00pm

	Friday 11th September onwards
	All day – 8.45am – 3.15pm



	Autumn Term 1

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
	As we all settle in Darling class we will be thinking about and generating class rules together to help us work and play co-operatively, thinking about our own and other’s feelings, who is special to me, why I am special and who we can go to for help.

	Maths 
	This term we will be focusing on the areas of subitising, matching, sorting, comparing and ordering, patterns, counting and time. We will be working practically, playing lots of games, working independently and in pairs and small groups and learning how to record in our maths journals.

	English
	As part of our Drawing Club, promoting oracy, vocabulary and writing, our key texts and animations will be: Are dinosaurs dead, dad?, Goldilocks, Bagpuss, Goldilocks and the three dinosaurs, The enormous turnip and Bananaman. 
In Phonics we will begin by learning to recognise, write and say the sounds a, i, m, s, t. We will start to build CVC words and to say the sounds and read CVC words and some high frequency words.

	Understanding the World
	Children will be encouraged to explore the natural world around them and to ask questions about what they see. We will explore our senses and how these help us to make sense of the world around us and look to nature to find patterns , differences and how things grow. In Religion and Worldviews we will talk about our own families and stories that we like to share together. We will also share and talk about the stories of The Ant and the Grasshopper, The Lost Sheep and The Crying Camel.

	Physical Development 
	Our PE topic this half term is ‘Me & Myself’. Children will respond and listen to instructions, move in different ways, change direction, move into space and participate in fun games.
We will support children’s fine motor skills with manipulating clay, playdoh, developing a comfortable pencil grip, painting and beginning to form letters correctly.

	Expressive Art and Design
	We will explore listening and responding to a variety of music, play games, use our voices to sing songs and explore pitch and perform in front of others.
Children will have the opportunity to access and explore different media and to work creatively.



Forest School 
Children in Darling Class will take part in regular Forest School sessions throughout the year. Being able to explore the natural world, take risks and learn new skills is hugely beneficial for children’s confidence and holistic development. Forest School will be on a Thursday afternoon, beginning Thursday 17th September. 
Forest School will take place whatever the weather, with the exception of high winds or thunderstorms. On Forest School days children should come dressed in layers of clothes suitable for being outdoors (clothes that you don’t mind getting dirty) and appropriate for the weather. These must include long sleeves and trousers (no skirts, shorts or dresses), to protect from scratches and bites, including ticks. Extra socks, hat and gloves are recommended in cold weather. Children are asked to leave NAMED waterproof trousers and wellington boots in school.
We rely on parent helpers to make Forest School possible, without parent helpers Forest School cannot take place. If you are able to volunteer (even if it is only once a term) please email admin@stanton-st-quintin.wilts.sch.uk or speak to Mrs Breen.



P.E
PE will be on a Tuesday.
On PE days we ask that children come to school wearing PE clothing (joggers or shorts, school t-shirt) and footwear (trainers, no lace ups) for PE to ensure that they can fully take part. Please help your child to practise taking off and putting on their socks and shoes independently.

Baseline Assessment 
It is a statutory requirement that all Reception class children take the Reception Baseline Assessment within the first six weeks of starting school. This will consist of short practical task-based activities in maths and literacy and will help to track children’s progress as they go through primary school. If you have any questions or concerns about this please do get in touch.

Reading 
All children are encouraged to enjoy books and develop a love of reading and stories. We will visit our fantastic school library each week and children will be encouraged to choose a book to take home to share with you. 
Your child will be taking home a letter sound and high frequency word keyring. These will be updated each week when we have covered the new sounds and words in class. Please practise these daily, so that your child is able to keep up as we progress. Your child will also take home a reading book matched to our phonics scheme. Please try to read with your child at least 4-5 times each week and record this in your child’s Reading Record Book. All Reception children will be read with once a week and all reading books will be changed on a Thursday. More information about how you can support your child with reading in the Early Years can be found in the school’s Reading Policy. 

Items to bring to school 
To reduce the amount on children’s pegs and help them to access the items that they need, children ONLY need to bring in a named water bottle, named book bag, coat and waterproof trousers. If your child requires items for toileting, these can be brought in a bag and left on their peg. Otherwise, we have spare clothes for occasional accidents.

Show and Tell
Children often like to bring in items from home to show to the class, which is a fantastic opportunity to develop children’s confidence speaking to the class and oracy skills. To ensure that this is fair and each child gets a turn, a ‘Show and Tell’ box will be sent home with one child each day, for them to put something into the box to show to the class the next day. 

How you can support your child & contacting us: 
Your child’s education is a partnership and we look forward to developing a close relationship with you. 
We ask that you:  
· Support your child in his/her learning through practice at home and promoting positive attitudes 
· Encourage personal independence by making sure your child has the correct clothing, reading books and water bottles each day and practising taking off and put on their own socks, shoes, coats, hats and gloves 
· Support the school’s policies, including home learning 
· Make sure your child is in school and on time 
· Make sure that you have given us the updated permissions and contact information 
The best way to contact us is to use the class email: admin@stanton-st-quintin.wilts.sch.uk
For urgent messages please call the school office on 01666 837602. 
Please don’t hesitate to get in contact if you have any questions or queries. The beginning of the day is a very busy time, so if you do have a longer message or enquiry, please do so at the end of the day or make an appointment. 

We look forward to a very exciting term together and wish to thank you for your support, 
Darling Class Team
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