MATHS – EYFS – Summer 2 Week 6

This week we are looking at solving problems involving patterns and symmetry.
Monday

Quick warm-up: Write three single digit numbers on your child’s whiteboard. Ask
your child to order them form smallest to largest. Swap roles and they be the
teacher, but they have to check whether you are correct.
Challenge: What is the biggest number you could make using two of the digits /
three of the digits?
Activity: Show your child this butterfly.

What do they notice about the pattern? Explain that the pattern is the same on
both sides and point to the similar features to emphasise this. This is because
butterflies have symmetrical patterns.
Cut out the butterfly template (see below), or draw an outline of a butterfly on
paper. Draw a few patterns on one half of the butterfly. Explain that to make this
butterfly symmetrical we need to draw the exact same patterns on the other half.
Ask your child to copy the patterns that you have made on the other side of eth
butterfly. Talk about finding the same spot on the opposite side.
If you have time you could do some symmetry
painting of butterflies. Fold a piece of paper in
half and paint one half of a butterfly on one side
of the paper and fold it over.

Tuesday

Quick warm-up: Do you remember the months of the year? Sing the song. Which
month comes before December? After March? In between July and September?

Activity: Do you remember what the word symmetry means? It means the pattern
is the same on both sides. Look at the pictures of the different butterflies (see
sheet below). Can they spot the ones that are not symmetrical? Discuss their
thoughts and then ask them to circle the ones that are not symmetrical.
Why aren’t they? What is different? Can they think of any other symmetrical
objects?

Wednesday

Using cookie cutters and play doh – ask your child to explore which of eth cookie
cutters are symmetrical. If they cut out the shape they can then fold it over, in
half, to check whether it is symmetrical or not.
Quick Warm-up: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/helicopterrescue
Activity: Nrich Wrapping Parcels activity – see below.
Challenge: Eggs in Baskets
There are three baskets, a brown one, a red one and a pink
one, holding a total of 10 eggs.
How many eggs are in each basket?

Thursday

Quick warm-up:
Activity: Place some (e.g. 12) pennies / shells/ magnets on the table in front of
your child and ask them to count them. Quietly pick some up (one at a time) and
put them in a bag or box. Ask your child how many you put in your bag / box. Give
them time to work it out and watch how they do this.
Repeat with a different starting number.
Challenge: Can they write a number sentence to go with it.

Friday

Choose either Double Trouble (see below) or Double or Halve game.
Double or Halve? (Age 5 to 7)
This is a game for two players.
You will need a dice.
How to play:






Decide on a target number. This is the total that both players are trying to
make.
Player 1 throws the dice. S/he can choose whether to double the number
shown or halve the number shown.
Player 2 throws the dice. In the same way, s/he can choose whether to
double the number shown or halve the number shown. Player 2 adds
his/her number onto Player 1's number to make a running total.
Play continues like this with each player rolling the dice, halving or
doubling the number and adding the result onto the running total.



The winner is the player who reaches the agreed target exactly.

Here are some questions to think about:
Must each player always take a turn?
Does it matter if you go first or second?
Are there any particularly good numbers to choose as your target?

