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Stanton St. Quintin Primary School
Stanton St. Quintin, Nr Chippenham, Wiltshire SN14 6DQ
www.stantonschool.net. admin@stanton-st-quintin.wilts.sch.uk
(01666) 837602.  Head Teacher:  Karen Winterburn

7th October 2019
Dear Parents
Some of you may remember that following a visit from the Dogs Trust two years ago, where children learnt about approaching new dogs, I brought my dog, Beau, into school so that the children could apply their skills and knowledge. What struck me during this visit was what a positive experience it was for the children to say hello and have a ‘real’ dog in school – even those who were initially anxious really did become more confident as the day went on. This planted a seed to consider whether a school dog could become a new member of the Stanton Team.
The Governors and I have discussed this at length and have decided to trial having a school dog. Therefore,   I am writing to inform you that until the end of Term 2 we will welcoming a new member to our school community two days per week. 
Beau is a Lakeland Terrier and is 7 years old. We have chosen Beau for the following reasons:
· He is Mrs Winterburn’s dog and she will take responsibility for him. 
· Beau joined the Winterburn Family nearly three years ago, adopted from the Dogs Trust. He has a good nature and Mrs Winterburn wouldn’t consider him becoming a school dog if he wasn’t child-friendly, well mannered and affectionate, yet sensitive.
· Beau does not malt – his coat is non-allergenic, meaning there is a reduced risk of allergic reactions.
We wish to reassure parents that we have undertaken a significant amount of research into adopting a school dog and believe the positive effects of such demonstrably outweigh any negatives. Some of the many benefits of having a school dog include the following:
· Cognitive development – building a companionship with a dog helps children stimulate their memory, problem-solving and game-playing skills. Having a school dog is known to increase enthusiasm for, and enjoyment of animals, which motivates children to think and learn.
· Social skills – dogs provide a mutual topic for conversation with others, and encourage responsibility, wellbeing and focussed interaction with others.
· Emotional skills – dogs improve self-esteem, acceptance from others and are known for improving moods. Dogs can also help children develop compassion and respect for other living things and can reduce children’s anxiety. Building respect can improve children’s relationships with each other, parents and teachers and shows them how to nurture and care for another living thing. If any children are suffering from bereavement, loss or are particularly sad, dogs can provide children with comfort and friendship.
· Physical development – interaction with dogs is known to reduce blood pressure, provide tactile stimulation, assist with pain management and give motivation for children to move and walk.
· Reading – school dogs are known to help children with their reading and literacy skills, through their calming presence and ability to listen to children read without being judgemental or critical. Children can build their confidence to read aloud to others through having a school dog.
· School community – having a school dog builds the sense of a family environment and togetherness.
During the days Beau is in school, he will have a special area outside Mrs Winterburn’s Office returning home with her once the school day is over. A suitable bed, food, water and cleaning supplies will be held for Beau. It must be stressed that pupils will not be expected to clean up any dog mess, and we will ensure that the school grounds are kept clean at all times.
Whenever Beau is being walked around the school, he will have a short lead to ensure he is controlled at all times.
Children will be able to visit Beau during break and lunch times in the headteacher’s office. Once he is settled we may consider that Beau will visit classrooms, particularly for children to read to him. 
Pupils will be able to walk Beau around the school playground. At all times, whether in classrooms or being walked by a child, an adult will supervise the activity.
I would like to reassure you that children will only be able to come into contact with Beau if parental permission has been received. 
We understand that some parents will have concerns regarding bringing a school dog onto the premises, and I would like to use this letter to provide reassurance. We have undertaken a full risk assessment to ensure that any hazards can be adequately controlled – we have published this risk assessment on the school website for you to view should you wish to access it. Below, I have listed some concerns which I believe parents may have.


Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q Who are the legal owners of Beau and who pays for their costs?  
A. The legal owner of Beau will be Mrs Winterburn who will care for him out of school hours and will bear the costs associated with them; the school budget will remain unaffected.  


Q Will a dog be a distraction?  
A. Beau will be kept in an area outside Mrs Winterburn’s office. We will be careful to ensure that time spent with the school dog is shared among the children fairly. We will also ensure that children who are not involved in regular, direct contact with the dog are still able to participate in a number of ways, should they wish to do so.  

Q Has a risk assessment been undertaken?  
A. Yes, we have carefully considered having a dog in school and sought advice from many sources, including other schools that successfully have school dogs. There will be a School Dogs Policy and Risk Assessment available to view on our website.  


Q. How will the dogs be toileted to ensure hygiene for all?  
A. In the interest of health and hygiene our school dogs will be toileted in an area where children have no access. Our general policy of no dogs, other than a school dog, in the school grounds is still applicable as we are unable to put effective control measures in place that guarantee temperament and safety when children come into unsupervised contact with unknown dogs.  

Q How will the dog’s welfare be considered?  
A. Beau will be based in the office area, where he will have a bed and will only have planned and supervised contact with children and visitors. The dog will have unlimited access to water and we will work closely with other professionals to ensure the dogs’ welfare is always carefully considered.  

Q How will this be managed where children have allergies?  
A. We already manage a number of allergies at school and this will be no different for children and adults that are allergic to dogs. The breed of dog has also been chosen for its hypoallergenic properties. Individual needs will always be met and we are happy to work with parents to put additional control measures in place for individual allergies. 

Q My child is frightened of dogs; how will you manage this?  
A. Access to the dogs is carefully managed and supervised and children do not need to have regular, close contact with them unless permission for this has been given. We hope to work closely with parents of children who are fearful of dogs to alleviate their fear and to teach them how to manage this.  

Is the dog well-behaved?
Beau is well-behaved. He will be kept on a short lead whenever walking around school. Beau will only come into contact with pupils when Mrs Winterburn or Mrs Druce is accompanying him. Beau will not be in school should Mrs Winterburn not be in school that day.
Please complete the attached permission slip, outlining whether your child is able to come into contact with Beau or not. I would like to reassure you that a written list will be held of all children for whom permission has been received – this will be distributed to all staff members and only these children will be permitted to be around or touch Beau. Please return the slip to the school office by 17th October 2019.
We hope you will join us in welcoming Beau to our school and embrace all he has to offer to our community. I hope to have provided reassurance to any concerns you may have via this letter; however, if you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me.
Kind regards,

Karen Winterburn
Headteacher


Permission slip – School Dog

Please complete the following permission slip, providing a tick next to the condition which reflects your consent. Your consent will be valid for 12 months – until October 2020. Should you wish to amend your permission, please contact the school immediately in writing.

	Name of child:
	
	Class name:
	

	My child is allergic to dogs and I would not like my child to be around, or touch, the dog.
	

	My child is allergic to dogs, but I am happy for them to be around the dog, as long as my child does not touch the dog.
	

	My child has a fear of dogs and I would not like my child to be around, or touch, the dog.
	

	My child has a fear of dogs, but I am happy for them to be slowly introduced to the dog.
	

	I would not like my child to be around, or touch, the dog for reasons other than those outlined above.
	

	I am happy for my child to be around and touch the dog.
	



	I give permission for my child  to take Beau for a walk off site with adult supervision
	



[bookmark: _GoBack]I, ______________________ (name of parent) have fully read and understood the conditions of this letter. I agree that I have provided the correct consent above and will inform the school in writing if my permission changes at any stage.

Signature of parent:_________________________     Date: ________________________

To motivate, to educate and  to nurture.
image1.jpeg
[m]
!

ogoo

i~ T/"JDDD
(/
IO





